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BRIEFING PAPER - # 1 

EVACUATION ALERT SYSTEMS TO BS8629:2019

What is BS8629:2019? 

BS 8629 is the British Standards Institute code of practice for the design, installation, 
commissioning and maintenance of evacuation alert systems for use by fire and rescue 
services in buildings containing flats. 

What is the background to the standard? 

Within the UK, blocks of flats fall into broadly two classes, those that comply with the 
Building Regulations 1991 or later and those that do not.  Residential buildings that fully 
comply with the regulations will have effective compartmentation. This supports a “stay 
put” strategy as a fire in one flat should not effect another so other occupants are not 
warned.  Sadly as we have learnt there are many flats that are supposed to comply with 
Building Regulations but do not and fire spreads unexpectedly. 

Who does it apply to? 

Like all matters fire related, your choice should be influenced by a fire risk assessment. 
On 30 October 2019 the Grenfell Tower Inquiry Phase 1 report was published and 
contained recommendations that “all high rise residential buildings (both those already in 
existence and those built in the future) be equipped with the means for fire and rescue 
services to send an evacuation signal to the whole, or a selected part, of the building by 
means of sounders or similar devices.”  The code of practice recommends the 
installation of an evacuation alert system which should be independent of fire detection 
to support any evacuation strategy chosen by the fire and rescue service. 
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What are evacuation alert systems? 

EAS are used by the fire and rescue service (FRS) to alert residents of high-rise 
residential buildings that a fire is getting out of control or the FRS lack the resources to 
deal with it.  An EAS differs from a normal fire detection and alarm system.  It is for use 
only by the FRS so has no manual call points or smoke/heat detectors.  Instead, it has a 
very robust control panel with simple toggle switches to operate groups of evacuation 
alert devices.  Also, whereas a fire alarm usually operates early in a fire, an EAS is a 
system of last resort that is intended to be used when a fire is out of control.  This means 
cabling should be enhanced to ensure the system is more resilient to a normal fire alarm. 

Different manufacturers’ should have similar appearance, functionality and be simple and 
intuitive for the FRS to operate.  The control panel is sited in the main FRS entry point, 
bottom of the panel no less than 1.4m from ground level, top of the manual controls no 
more than 2.2m from floor level, is vandal resistant to STS 205 or LPS 1175, has a high-
security lock to EN 1303 and access is via copy-protected keys and should have 
emergency lighting within 2m.  

The FRS controls are simple toggle switches for each zone of alert devices and have a 
zone ID next to each switch to identify their zone.  No whole building or single evacuation 
alert is available in order to prevent the FRS evacuating the whole building by accident.  
The EAS is designed to assist with a controlled evacuation and still allow the FRS to use 
the stairs etc to fight the fire.  Maintenance controls and indicators are not visible to the 
FRS and the system should be connected to an Alarm Receiving Centre to monitor fault 
signals. 

What products are there? 

EAS are manufactured and supplied by 
leading brands such as C-Tec and 
Advanced and systems can be designed, 
installed, commissioned and maintained 
by Bellmac fire and Security Limited 
www.bellmac.co.uk  

What are the ongoing 
responsibilities? 

The EAS should be inspected, tested and serviced by a competent person every six 
months.  This will involve planning and cooperation with residents as alert sounders 
should be tested every six months, flat by flat for no longer than 10 seconds.  This can 
normally be achieved from outside of the flat but visual and tactile devices will need entry 
inside the flat.  If the maintenance is not done then the system compliance certificate 
should not be renewed, leaving the responsible person at risk of prosecution. 
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A single named member of the premises management team should supervise all aspects 
of the EAS and ensure that the FRS is aware and familiar with the EAS, monthly visual 
inspections and the 6 monthly maintenance program is taking place and that any remote 
monitoring is working correctly.  They should also ensure residents understand their 
responsibilities, what to do if the alarm sounds and monitor material changes to the flats 
which may compromise the alert devices. 

Summary of some critical considerations: 

Evacuation alert systems are: 

•Independent of the fire detection system and is 
for use by FRS only 

•Must be designed in consultation with the FRS 
and following a FRA 

•Must include evacuation alert sounds in each flat 
including visual or tactile if appropriate 

•Must not incorporate fire detectors or manual 
call points 

•Should not interface with other systems such as 
lifts, gas vents etc 

•Faults should be monitored ideally by an Alarm 
Receiving Centre 

•Design, installation, commissioning and 
maintenance should be carried out by competent 
professionals. 

How can I find out more? 

To discuss your project and to find out further information, contact Bellmac Fire & 
Security and ask for the fire design team on 01913719011 or 01423 619039 or visit our 
website at www.bellmac.co.uk  

Disclaimer. 

This briefing paper has been published purely for reference and for general information purposes only.  Bellmac Fire and Security 
Limited or the author does not accept any legal liability whatsoever if this document is used for an alternative purpose from which it is 
intended. Interested persons are welcome to view, download and print this briefing paper at their convenience but are prohibited from 
altering or reproducing it in full, or part, without the express permission of the copyright holder, Bellmac Fire and Security 
Limited.Errors and omissions excepted. Although carefully checked prior to release, no responsibility can be accepted by Bellmac Fire 
and Security Limited for any errors, omissions, inaccuracies or ambiguities, or for any misinterpretation of this briefing paper. Bellmac 
Fire and Security Limited cannot be held responsible for any virus or virus damage that may occur as a result of downloading this 
document and we recommend it is virus checked by the user in an appropriate manner. 
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